
Hello Everyone! Our names are Zoyea and Karpeh Weah, and we
are extremely honored to share a part of our story with you.
Karpeh was born in Monrovia, Liberia. He was raised by his
grandmother, mother, father, and later, his aunt. In 1994, 
Karpeh’s family migrated to the United States due to the fourteen
year civil war in Liberia. Growing up in New Jersey, Karpeh later
moved to Minnesota, and then found me, Zoyea, at Park Center
Senior High School. I was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, raised
by my mother and father who had also migrated to the United
States before the civil war. I received scholarships to get a better
education. 

Karpeh and I became high school sweethearts and married in 2011
with two children, and since then have added three more children
to our bundles of joy. Since getting married in 2011, both of us
have worked in the healthcare field with developmentally disabled
adults. We have grown a passion for the field we have known and
loved for over fifteen years. Karpeh even grew in his profession
and became a lead supervisor.
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Last January, the Lord revealed Down Home's 2020 stronghold which comes
from Luke 9:16: "Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to
heaven, He gave thanks and broke them. Then He gave them to the disciples
to distribute to the people." Further, in verse 17, "They all ate and were
satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls that were left over."
Being an elementary school counselor for fifteen years, I admit that math has
never been a strong suit. This miracle in Luke 9:16 did not "add up" until we
started stepping into the DH journey. 

The Lord’s vision, provision, and multiplication are far beyond our
comprehension. Three year's ago, our basement and garage became our first
storage space. As you can imagine, it was inefficient, yet manageable. Today,
we have a beautiful space in North Fargo to welcome our guests and
coordinate our programming. In the spring of 2018, we set up our first
shelving units. While initially empty, continued donor generosity has since
ensured abundant furniture donations to transform empty spaces into
comfortable, engaging, and inspiring homes. As our Down Home team
reflects and remembers serving our first family on December 23, 2017, and
now having served over sixty families, empowering over two hundred lives,
we see that God has most certainly been on the move within our community. 

These examples are just a small number of miracles witnessed in our first
years. This hardly takes into account the tremendous impact on the families
and lives that we serve. We wish we could bottle up the tears of joy and the
squeals of excitement for all of you to experience for yourselves. Please know
that your involvement in Down Home is profound, empowering, and it
abundantly blesses and dignifies families right here in the FM area. 

Instead of struggling to save money for beds to sleep on, a dining table to eat
at, or couch to snuggle on, our families get to focus on paying rent, buying
groceries, and doing activities with their children. At Down Home, we know
our families by name and welcome them to the Down Home family. There are
hundreds of miracle stories that could be told. We must say that YOU are one
of them. YOU are among the reminders of the Lord’s mighty faithfulness.
Through your involvement and investment, the Lord reveals that He is
capable of exponentially more than we can hope or imagine.

Our greatest prayer for you is that you feel empowered with your own God-
given gifts. That you choose to be Boots on the Ground, and of course, we
want to thank you for being a part of the Down Home family, story, and
impact in our community. Now, let’s continue to Git-R-Done as we gear up
for another year of empowering lives one home at a time.

By Jenessa Fillipi                                                                               

Hoedown Photo Credits: Ben Gleason

LETTER FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR      
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The Lord’s promises through Luke 9:16, our 2020 stronghold, were made
evident as YOU blew our fundraising goals out of the water by helping
raise over $110,000! You were part of a miraculous milestone! Yeehaw!

LOWDOWN ON THE HOEDOWN

TRAIL BOSS & WRANGLER TABLE SPONSORS
ANDY & BECCA BAKKE

COWPOKE TABLE SPONSORS
LARRY & CHARLENE KUZNIA
JEREMY & CHRIS WELSAND

KAREN SZKLARSKI
ARNHALT TRANSPORT
PRECISION PLUMBING
JAKE OF ALL TRADES

KIRSTIN SCHIOTZ
FARMERS UNION INSURANCE

OFFICE SIGN COMPANY
VOGEL LAW FIRM

DUANE & MARIE FILLIPI
DAHL & MACK DENTAL

SCHEELS HOME & HARDWARE
DABBERT CUSTOM HOMES

BLACKRIDGE BANK
WINNING EDGE GRAPHICS

AMERICAN CRYSTAL SUGAR
ROERS CONSTRUCTION

INSIGHT FINANCIAL MGMT
IRONCLAD MARKETING

THANK YOU GIT-R-DONE MATCH SPONSORS! 
MATCH SPONSORS + GIT-R-DONE DONORS +  

BUCKAROO SPONSORS raised $36,170! 

 PRESENTING SPONSOR

 EVENT SPONSORS
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In 2017, I lost my father. The shock was overwhelming,
yet we were able to cope and gain strength because we
knew that we have been building ourselves on a firm
foundation. We knew the Lord would help us move
forward. We knew the Lord prepared us with His
reminder from the Bible that He gives and He takes
away. Shortly after, we became pregnant. We had a baby
boy one year after my father passed.
 
We continued to live day by day. In December of 2019,
we got the biggest shock of our lives. Our home, with
our beautiful children, was found to have significant
gas leaks and we were on the verge of being victims of
carbon monoxide poisoning. With the potential of an
explosion, we were forced to evacuate as soon as
possible. We truly had nowhere to go and nowhere to
turn. With only one month’s savings, five children, and
it being the middle of winter, time was running out and
options were few. 

As Karpeh stayed back and worked in Minnesota, I
moved with the children into the YWCA in Fargo. Hope
was not gone as our family separated because we knew
no condition would be permanent. With prayer and
faith, God prevailed. Being at the YWCA was a
blessing. I received great revelation from the
experience. I had the opportunity to reflect back on our
time living in Minnesota, when our family served and
worked for the Lord.

Continued from page 1

PRAYING FOR A COMFORTABLE
RESTING PLACE There were times our church family would go on

crusades throughout different states, driving hours
on end, going door to door, and evangelizing in
homeless shelters. Being at Qodesh Family Church
in the cities was such a privilege as we preached
His word. As a family, we received His truth and
His message. The Lord spoke to me one day at the
YWCA, now staying at a shelter with my children.
I was so depressed that I wanted to give up. The
Lord reminded me that our family had made
sacrifices and that it would never go in vain. The
message was to lift others up and God will lift us
up. Shortly after this revelation, the YWCA helped
us secure a new home. 

Two weeks after we moved in, we received another
devastating phone call that Karpeh’s mother
passed away from Covid-19. We again felt so
hopeless. We thanked God for our home, yet it was
empty with only a roof over our heads. This I
prayed, “Lord, provide our family with a
comfortable resting place.” Depression was an
understatement. Then, we received a phone call
from our family advocate at the YWCA. God bless
her soul. She stated that Down Home would come
and give us this great help. There are not words to
express our complete gratitude. How could people
we didn’t even know come to our rescue, show us
so much love, and in the midst of a pandemic? We
know that God’s timing is the best timing.
 
Meeting Jenessa and her mother, Charlene, was so
encouraging to see as, I, myself being a mother, a
daughter, and a child of God. As I went back and
saw Jenessa, Jake, Charlene, and the entire Down
Home team who arrived to transform our empty
space into a beautiful home, I wondered, “How do
they have time?” Then, God reminded me,
“Continue to work for me, and I will never leave
you or forsake you.” On behalf of our family, we
send our sincerest thank you to all who masked up
and served us in May. 

Thank you to the community for your donations,
your time, your talents, and for your significant
impact of helping stabilize and provide comfort
and hope to families like ours emerging from
homelessness.
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TYLER & CRYSTAL WITH THEIR ADORABLE CHILDREN

Down Home served Terrence and Melody Kendl's family in
July 2019. On August 22, 2020, baby Elijah was born, making
them a family of five. When DH delivered baby gifts, Terrence
& Melody shared about their Pay It Forward plan, which is
part of our DH follow up with our families as we strive to
empower them with further community connections. In this
photo, you can see their creation of We Are Human, the
powerful logo, and their clothing+ line. Their mission with
We Are Human is to unite people as one. 
Terrence and Melody further shared: 
“We have to remember God created us all equally and we all need
to remember to love one another daily. Thank you all for anyone
who orders a shirt and helps us continue to spread love and unity."
Down Home is humbled to share stories about our families'
commitments to their Pay It Forward plans and being a part
of building a stronger community. 

FAMILY IMPACT STORIES
"When Fraser referred us to Down Home,  
my husband, son, and I had just moved out of 
 Fraser's transitional living program. We were
expecting a little girl in 4 short months. For
furniture, we only had a recliner, mattress on loan,
and a play pen for our son to sleep in. Even
though we were finally in our own apartment, it
didn't feel like home...yet! Then we met with the
wonderful people of Down Home. We figured it
would just be some essential furniture, but they
came and hung pictures, added lighting and even
gave us a welcome home gift basket full of food
and cook books! Now my babies get to sleep in
their own beds, we have a comfy place to sit
together as a family, a dining table to eat dinner
together, AND an extension to our family: Down
Home!"

WENDY, DEVEN, & DAUGHTER AT THEIR  STUNNING WEDDING

“The Down Home Empower
Up program changed my life
with helping me start over in
life and find a better frame 
of mind. Down Home helped
me with things I didn’t have
when I lost everything and
had to start all over. I will
never forget the Down Home
experience. I am proud to 
call Down Home family.”Photo credit: KMOJPHOTOGRAPHY



Down Home is excited to participate in FM Area Foundation's Caring
Catalog, November 24-December 14. Your generous donations up to
$10,000 will provide Christmas packages for the families we have
served PLUS provide the dignity of a Good Night's Sleep for the men,
women, and children we have yet to serve. 
Christmas Packages ($5,000): You will help provide the joy of the
season and all things that truly make Christmas memorable. Packages
include items such as a Christmas tree, gifts, ornaments, tree skirt,
topper, lights, games, books, crafts, hot cocoa, and treats. 
Good Night's Sleep ($5,000): You will help with the purchase of new
mattresses, sheets, pillows, and comforters, all of which are essential
to provide the dignity of  a Good Night's Sleep for the men, women,
and children we serve.

OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED
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"The Christmas package helped out in so many ways! Being a part of
the DH family is such a blessing. I still wake up some days and think
to myself, 'Wow, I am so blessed.' I give thanks to the Lord and DH!"

SHOP OUR DH
SWAG & AMAZON
SMILE WISHLIST

SHOP AMAZON
SMILE & CHOOSE
DH AS YOUR
CHARITY

O P P O R T U N I T Y  # 6

O P P O R T U N I T Y  # 5

O P P O R T U N I T Y  # 4

O P P O R T U N I T Y  # 3

O P P O R T U N I T Y  # 7

 JOIN OUR POWER  
(PRAYER) TEAM

JOIN OUR TEAM
OF MUSCLE

VOLUNTEER IN

OUR WAREHOUSE

 SPONSOR A 

MOVE-IN & BE PART

OF THE PROCESS 

HOST A "FILL THE

HOME" DRIVE

O P P O R T U N I T Y  # 1

O P P O R T U N I T Y  # 2

FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

O P P O R T U N I T Y  # 8

GIVING CAMPAIGNS & FOUNDATIONS
THANKS SCHEELS & AWESOME FOUNDATION!

FM AREA FOUNDATION CARING CATALOG
NOVEMBER 24-DECEMBER 14

SHIRTS FROM FARGO
O N L I N E  S H O P  =  I M P A C T F U L  G I F T S !

SUPPORT // CREATE AWARENESS // SPREAD JOY
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HEALING ARTS CHIROPRACTIC 
“Our team was so excited to partner with DH again and help turn a space into a home,” said Melanie Paape, Operations
Manager. “The honor of helping a family is beyond words, but the lessons our families witnessed and experienced are life
changing. We look forward to continuing our partnership with DH.”

FAMILY MOVE-IN SPONSORSHIPS

MORAVIAN WOMEN'S MINISTRY
“I am so thankful for everything Down Home and the Moravian Women's Ministry have done for my family!" exclaims
Dominique. "I am motivated every morning I get to wake up and see my beautiful home. I've started working, and I am
paying forward the blessings we have received during this difficult time. Our DH family means so much to us.”

INTERESTED IN SPONSORING
A FAMILY MOVE-IN?

ALPHA TAU OMEGA 

Down Home's move-in process is one to
experience. Your business, family, or
group gets to be our team of muscle +
creative eyes as you transform an empty
space into a beautiful home. Your group
will be present for the family reveal, and
DH will create a memorable video to
share. Contact us for sponsorship levels.“We are grateful to be a part of the Down Home impact!"



Giving Hearts Day!
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2021  
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WWW.DOWN-HOME .ORG
AMAZON SMILE  WISHL IST   
FOR  OUR CURRENT  NEEDS

SAVE THE DATE!

Since December 23, 2017,
Down Home has transformed

more than 64 empty spaces
into comfortable, nurturing, and

engaging homes for over 200
men, women, and children in

the FM community. 

GRATEFUL FOR OUR MATCH DONORS!

John & Amy Satrom

Patrick Sweeney Family


